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Study
Writing - Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation

4. To show a change of thought.

Quick Test

1. Hyphens join words together. True or false?
2.  Hyphens can be used instead of commas on some 

occasions. True or false?
3. Dashes join words together. True or false?
4.  Dashes can be used instead of commas on some 

occasions. True or false?
5.  Brackets can be used instead of commas on some 

occasions. True or false?

Key Words

• Dash
• Emphasis
• Brackets
• Parenthesis
• Ellipsis

Brackets
Brackets (parentheses) are used to add in an aside, to 
add extra information, or to clarify a point. They can be 
used instead of commas around dropped-in clauses. This 
creates greater separation between the main message of 
the sentence and the extra information and makes the 
extra information seem a bit more important. 

Ellipsis
An ellipsis (. . .) is the use of three dots to signify the  
intentional missing out of a word or idea. It is often 
used to create tension. 

Tip
If the extra information 
in brackets goes at the 
end of the sentence, 
then the full stop goes 
after the brackets.

Example
He wanted to do the right thing – but what was that? 

Example
David, because of his interest in photography, bought 
a new camera.

David (because of his interest in photography) bought 
a new camera.

With commas

With brackets
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Semi-colons
Semi-colons are used for two main reasons:

1.  Semi-colons are used between two separate clauses that 
are connected in terms of content.

2.  A semi-colon can be used to separate items in a list, when 
the items in the list are more than two or three words, or 
when one or more of the items contain commas.

Colons
Colons are used for a number of reasons:

1. Colons are used to introduce a series of items.

Tip
Semi-colons separate 
independent clauses 
that make sense on 
their own. Think of 
taking the conjunction 
out of a sentence and 
replacing it with a 
semi-colon.

• Understand when semi-colons and colons are used
• Know how to use semi-colons and colons

Writing - Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation

Semi-colons and Colons

Example
I can't wait to eat in the restaurants in Italy; spaghetti is 
one of my favourite foods.

Example
For my birthday I would like: the latest action video 
game; a new black leather jacket; a trip to a theme 
park; and a small party.

The meeting includes people who have come from 
Leeds, West, Yorkshire; Congleton, Cheshire; Wem, 
Shropshire; and other places too.

Example
I want the following: a camera, memory cards 
and money.

The items are more 
than two words so they 
need to be separated 
by semi-colons.

The items contain 
commas so they need 
to be separated by 
semi-colons.
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Key Words

• Semi-colon
• Clause
• Colon
• Quotation

Study
Writing - Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation

2.  Colons are used to introduce numbered or bullet-point 
lists.

3. A colon can be used to introduce a long quotation.

Quick Test

Put the semi-colons or colons in these sentences.

1. I am going to Yorkshire I love the scenery.
2.  I need someone who can do the following type, 

collect the post and make tea.
3.  I like Greece the weather there is very warm.

Key Point
Semi-colons separate 
sentences and 
complex units in lists. 

Colons introduce lists.

Example
Here are the essentials for being a good footballer:

• strength

• skill

• power

• luck.

Example
The author of ‘Red’, Natasha Quick, wrote in the 
first chapter:
‘I am angry again, so I am going to write some songs 
about it.’
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What is a Noun Phrase?
A noun phrase consists of a noun – a person, place, or 
thing – and the modifiers and determiners that affect it.

 Modifiers are words or phrases which tell us more about 
the noun. A determiner is a word like ‘a’ or ‘the’. It shows 
whether a noun is known or unknown. The determiner 
goes before any modifiers.

Key Point
Modifiers can be 
placed before or after 
a noun, to make a 
noun phrase.

• Recognise noun phrases

Writing - Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation

Noun Phrases

Example
 The purring cat

Modifiers and Determiners
Modifiers and their determiners can be placed before or 
after the noun. 

Modifiers and determiners that can be placed before the 
noun might include: 

• articles (e.g. a, the)
• possessive nouns (e.g. cat’s, Fiona’s)
• possessive pronouns (e.g. his, your)
• adjectives
• participles – a verb used as an adjective.

Example
• Articles: a cat, the cat.
•  Possessive nouns: Fiona’s cat, the neighbour’s cat, 

the teacher’s cat.
•  Possessive pronouns: our cat, her cat, their cat.
• Adjectives: that cat, the big cat, the grey cat.
•  Participles: the slobbering cat, the purring cat.

Determiner Modifier Noun

12752_P068_085.indd   78 14/04/2015   14:37



79

Key Words

• Noun phrase
• Noun
• Modifier
• Determiner
• Possessive pronoun
• Adjective
• Preposition
• Pronoun

Modifiers and determiners that come after the noun 
might include: 

•  prepositional phrases (phrases that include 
prepositions), e.g. in the shed, upstairs.

•  adjective clauses – phrases beginning with 
who, which or that.

• participle phrases, and/or infinitives.

Study
Writing - Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation

Tip
When writing noun 
phrases, decide 
whether your ideas 
will have more 
impact by putting the 
modifier before or 
after the noun.

Quick Test

In these sentences, does the modifier come before 
or after the noun?
1. The vicious cat scratched me.
2. The cat, which was vicious, scratched me.
3. Fiona’s cat ran off.
4. The cat to watch is the one on the left.
5. The cat purring for salmon isn’t ours.

Example
•  Prepositional phrases: a cat on the roof, the 

cat in the front seat, the cat behind the fence.

•  Adjective clauses: the cat that chases dogs, the cat that 
looks lonely, the cat that won the prize in the show.

•  Participle phrases: the cat purring for catnip, the cat 
eating fish daily.

• Infinitives: the cat to watch, the cat to love.

Less often, a noun phrase can contain a pronoun – words like 
‘we’, ‘everybody’ – and the modifiers that describe it. 

Example
• We who were red with rage.

• Someone clever.

pronoun modifier

pronoun modifier
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P Punctuation S SpellingG GrammarChallenge 1

Challenge 2

1 Underline the verbs in these sentences: 
3 marks

 a) The athlete ran to the line.

 b) Despite the rain, the event happened.

 c) Throughout the concert, people cheered.

2  In these examples, underline the choice of verb, in each case, which makes 
the most sense. 

9 marks

 a)  Paul ran / scoffed / ate to the shops to get there before they closed.

 b) Phil didn’t fry / torment / realise how much money he’d made.

 c) Eating / squinting / locating jelly was not an option due to her special diet.

 d) Jessica started to tweak / shake /scribble with fear.

 e) Barney did not cough / speak / loan to his friends all night.

 f) ‘Don’t dribble / squeak / eat peas with a spoon!’ said Nooria.

 g) Lucie frowned / gargled / smiled with happiness.

 h) The light exploded / lit / smothered when the fuse box broke.

 i) Joanne smoked / waited / shouted loudly across the room.

G

G

3

.

b i h hi h k

1  Tick the column to show which sentences have the correct or incorrect 
form of verb and subject agreement.  

4 marks

 

Sentence Correct Verb-
Subject Agreement

Not Correct Form of 
Verb-Subject Agreement

a) The boys are playing 
football tonight.

b) Hermione and her 
friends is going out.

c) Emma is changing 
her job.

d) Nobody knew what 
Lisa were doing.

G
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Practice Questions
P Punctuation S SpellingG Grammar

Writing - Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation

Challenge 3

1 Put the commas in the correct places in these sentences:  
15 marks

 a) Emma bought beans cabbages and potatoes for dinner.

 b) Despite being very clever Agnes got low marks on the test.

 c) Biffa Joe and the others emptied the car for their mum.

 d) All people have talents but some have more useful talents than others.

 e)  Rachel was a great runner despite getting 
blisters easily. 

 f) Unfortunately Joe didn’t revise properly.

 g)  Nadia bought shoes shoes and more shoes in the sale.

 h) Fred despite his youth did extremely well in the competition.

 i) Betty although she came last enjoyed the marathon run.

 j)  Whenever she pressed the bell she got a slight electric shock.

 k) Although she was very young she won the race.

 l) To her surprise she won tickets to the concert.

 m) Luckily she had brought her umbrella along.

 n) Samantha despite being Fred’s neighbour had never met him.

 o) Craig had a new phone but Katherine didn’t.

2  Rewrite the following sentences using the first person. Keep the verb 
tense the same.  

2 marks

 a) He is having a party.

  

  

 b) You were going on the bus.

  

  

PG

ition
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P Punctuation S SpellingG Grammar

Review Questions
Writing - Composition

1  For each of these text types, say whether a writer would usually write in a 
formal or an informal manner. 

3 marks

 a) A business letter. 

 b) A text message to a friend. 

 c) A school report. 

PG 2  Re-write this passage in fewer than 30 words. It is from ‘A Child’s History 
of England’ by Charles Dickens.  

3 marks

 

If you look at a Map of the World, you will see, in the left-hand upper corner 
of the Eastern Hemisphere, two Islands lying in the sea. They are England 
and Scotland, and Ireland. England and Scotland form the greater part 
of these Islands. Ireland is the next in size. The little neighbouring islands, 
which are so small upon the Map as to be mere dots, are chiefly little bits 
of Scotland,—broken off, I dare say, in the course of a great length of time, 
by the power of the restless water.

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

3 a)  This passage should be split into five paragraphs. Mark with ‘//’ where you 
think each paragraph should start. 

5 marks

   The first reason for why I love folk music is that it is really easy to make 
with very few instruments. In the past, people had to make music with 
whatever they had to hand, so bones, sticks and stones were early 
percussion instruments. The next reason why I like folk music is that it’s 
usually easy to play. Because it was played by ordinary working people, 
for their entertainment, it was often not complicated, consisting of perhaps 
only two or three easy to play chords. That means that anyone who had 

G
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Review Questions

P Punctuation S SpellingG Grammar

Writing - Composition

a little knowledge of an instrument could be a folk musician. Thirdly, the 
stories that are told in folk music are fascinating – and many of the songs 
are really just stories with a tune; classic stories with timeless storylines, 
of knights, battles, common folk and rich. Even if you didn’t like the music 
of some of the songs, the stories would fascinate you. A different reason 
why I like folk music is that it is unfashionable at this moment in time. Who 
wants to follow the crowd and be the same as everyone else, mindlessly 
taking in what the radio and television says we are supposed to like? 
Not me, that’s for sure. In contrast to this, I feel that folk music offers 
tremendous opportunities to find out about our past. Many songs have 
been passed down over hundreds of years and some of the ‘same’ songs 
exist in slightly different versions all over the country and indeed, all over 
the world. 

 b)  Each paragraph in the above passage contains a different reason as to
why the author likes folk music. Rearrange the paragraph descriptions 
to match with the correct paragraph numbers, in the table below. 

5 marks

  

Paragraph 
Number

Paragraph Descriptions

This paragraph talks about why unfashionable folk music 
is good.

This paragraph talks about how folk music doesn’t need 
expensive equipment.

This paragraph explains why having easy songs is important.

This paragraph talks about how folk music connects us to 
the past.

This paragraph talks about stories in folk music.

all ove

e p
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P Punctuation S SpellingG Grammar

Review Questions

PS

G

Writing - Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation

1 Underline the verbs in these sentences:  
3 marks

 a) The swimmer won the race.

 b) Instead of chips, they ate curry.

 c) During the meal they talked constantly.

2  In these sentences, there is an adjective in brackets. Change it into an 
adverb for the sentence to make sense.  

10 marks

Example – The singer sang the song (quiet).        quietly

 a) The athlete ran (quick) to the finish line. 

  b) Robbie (clever) released 50 songs on his new album. 

  c) Tara smiled (reluctant) before eating the carrots. 

  d) Josh ambled (lazy) to the shed. 

  e) (Amazing), Jennifer had done her homework. 

  f) (Lucky), Danny had put the chicken in the oven on time. 

  g) Kristina had (fortunate) won the lottery. 

  h) Faiz had (intelligent) found a way to solve the puzzle. 

  i) (Crazy), the June snow forced the game to be cancelled. 

 j) Katrina walked (cautious) to the shops. 

3  Not all words that end in 'ly' are adverbs. Read these sentences and decide 
whether the word ending in 'ly' is an adverb or an adjective. Tick the 
correct boxes. 

10 marks

Sentence Adverb Adjective

The holy man spoke well.

Ray nervously ate the food.

G
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P Punctuation S SpellingG Grammar

Sentence Adverb Adjective

Ugly creatures are scary.

Smelly streets need cleaning.

Carefully, Sam packed her bags.

Caesar triumphantly entered Rome. 

The teacher’s kindly ways made him popular.

Emma disliked walking in the chilly weather.

Fred’s surly looks scared people off.

Rita walked rather anxiously into the exam room.

Writing - Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation

4  Look at the sentences in this table and indicate whether the commas 
are in the correct places. 4 marks

Sentence Correctly Used 
Commas

Incorrectly Used 
Commas

a)  Eventually, James got the answer.

b)   Mia ate the biscuits but, she left 
the bread.

c)   Nikhil, ate the bread but left 
the biscuits.

d)   Hannah, despite being inexperienced, 
won the match for the girls.

Review Questions

5 Add the commas in the correct places in these sentences. 5 marks

 a)  Cara didn’t like her present despite it being expensive.

 b)  Alan ate cabbage sprouts and mushrooms.

 c)  Isaac’s shoes were black red and gold.

 d)  Liam and Tom formed a band although they couldn’t play any instruments.

 e)  Ali wanted to go to bed but it was only six o’clock.

GP

GP
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Test Your Skills

P Punctuation S SpellingG Grammar

Mixed Questions

1 a)  Add a prefix to the underlined word in this sentence, so it makes sense.  
1 mark

    Everyone      liked the teacher because he was cruel and set lots of 
homework every night.  

 b)  Add a suffix to the underlined word in this sentence, so it 
makes sense.  1 mark

  The injury was caused by an accident    collision with a bicycle.

2 Underline the root word below:        
1 mark

 Establishment  

3  a)  Complete the sentence below by filling in the gap with the past 
progressive/continuous form of the verb ‘to run’:  

1 mark

  I            to the shop.

 b)   Complete the sentence below by filling in the gap with the present 
continuous/progressive tense of the verb ‘to play’:  

1 mark

  I            with my friends.

4 a)  Read these statements. Tick the one which is definite. 
1 mark

  A I should go to town.  

  B I might go to town. 

  C I will go to town. 

 b)  Read these statements. Tick the one which is definite.  
1 mark

  A I could eat a sandwich.  

  B I shall eat a sandwich. 

  C I may eat a sandwich.                                  
5 a) Place the comma correctly in the sentence below:  

1 mark

  After going to the match we decided to go home.

 b)  Place the commas correctly around the relative clause  
1  mark

in the sentence below:  

  Mr Smith who is an expert on photography will be giving a talk tonight.

G

G

G

G

P

12752_Collins ks2 RG English_p86-95.indd   86 10/04/15   6:45 PM



87

Mixed Questions

P Punctuation S SpellingG Grammar

Test Your Skills

6 Underline the subordinate clause in the sentences below:  
2 marks

 a) Even though the beans were covered in cheese, he didn't eat them.

 b) Josh passed the test, despite the noise distracting him.

7 Read the sentences below. Tick the one which uses dashes correctly. 
1 mark

 A Roger – even though he was lazy – came first in the race.  

 B Roger – even though – he was lazy, came first in the race.  

 C Roger even though he was lazy – came first – in the race.  

8 Place a semi-colon correctly in the sentence below:  
1 mark

 I like travelling to Greece the weather there is very warm.

9 Place a colon correctly in the writing below:  
1 mark

 We have several alternatives

 • eat at home

 • order a takeaway

 • visit a restaurant. 

10 Explain how the comma changes the meaning in the two sentences below:  
2 marks

 A Are you going to see, Adam?

 B Are you going to see Adam?

   

   

   

   

11 Rewrite the sentence below so that it begins with the adverbial phrase.  
1 mark

 We went to the shops before we departed.

   

   

12  Underline the determiner in the noun phrase below:  
1 mark

 That intelligent, tall man

G

P

P

P

GP

G

G
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P Punctuation S SpellingG Grammar

Test Your Skills

13  Which option correctly introduces the subordinate clause in the sentence 
below? Tick the correct answers. 

1 mark

  Olivia wanted to go on holiday               she wasn’t 
feeling too healthy.

 a) in addition   b) even though 

 c) furthermore  d) otherwise 

14  Use the conjunctions below to complete the sentence underneath them: 
 

3 marks

    
andor but

 

  You can have margarine          toast,          porridge for 
your breakfast,          we don’t have any butter.

15 Place brackets correctly in the sentence below:  
1 mark

  He eventually responded after taking five minutes to think that he 
did not understand the task.

16  Read the short passage below and then answer the questions which relate to 
it. This section relates to the story of Arthur and what happened to him when 
he went to the shops one day.

 

 A man came up to Arthur and gave him a £10 voucher, even though 
Arthur didn’t know him! Arthur’s brother saw it take place, but had no idea 
why it happened.

 Arthur was taken by surprise: the outstretched hand; the pleasant smile 
from the man; his brother’s stunned reaction.

 a) Explain why the first sentence has an exclamation mark.  
1 mark

  

  

 b) Circle the conjunction in the second sentence.  
1 mark

 c) Circle all the adjectives in the last sentence.  
1 mark

P
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Mixed Questions
P Punctuation S SpellingG Grammar

Test Your Skills

17  The story continues. Read the passage below and answer the questions 
that follow.

‘Why did he do that?’ Arthur cried. At that point, Arthur didn’t mind if 
anyone heard him: he just wanted answers.

Fortunately, his brother had been paying more attention to the man. He 
was wearing a badge that said ‘Shopping Centre Giveaway’.

 

 a)  In the sentence below, what type of word is the underlined word? 
Tick the correct answer.  

1 mark

  Fortunately, his brother had been paying more attention to the man.

  i) Adjective  ii) Determiner 

  iii) Adverb  iv) Noun  

 b) Why are the words ‘Shopping Centre Giveaway’ in inverted commas?  
1 mark

  

  

  

18  The story continues. Read the passage below and answer the questions 
that follow.

 

Arthur courageously shouted to the man, hoping to make him come back 
to explain. He waved at him, but got no response.

Then there was a reaction as the man turned around. He came back and 
gave another £10 voucher to Arthur’s brother…

 a)  Which word in the first sentence is an adverb? Tick the correct answer. 
1 mark

  i) Shouted       ii) Courageously     

  iii) Hoping        iv) Explain               

 b) Underline the nouns in the third sentence.  
1 mark

 c) Underline the verbs in the last sentence. 
1 mark

G

G
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Test Your Skills

19 Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

The Story of Ancient Rome

Rome, as a place, first seems to have developed in the 9th century BC, when 
an Iron Age settlement was established on what is now known as the Palatine 
Hill. It didn’t have a name until 753 BC, however, when the brothers Romulus 
and Remus – who, legend would have it – were raised 
by wolves – fought, and Romulus won. As a result, 
Romulus gave the newly formed city its name. Today, 
this legend is still in evidence all over the city.

Rome, at first, had kings and not emperors. Tarquinius 
Priscus was one of the first and his family ruled for over 
a century until 509 BC when they were deposed and 
the people of the area created a republic.

Over the next few centuries, Rome grew, but also 
suffered many attacks from various European tribes. 
In 390 BC it was captured by the Gauls from what we 
now call France. Shortly after this, a huge wall was built 
around the city to try and protect it from attack. This 
didn’t stop many forces trying to attack though, as they 
would do for many centuries afterwards.

The next centuries were unsettled – in 73 BC there was 
a slave revolt headed by a man named Spartacus, 
whose story was made into a fictitious film, nearly 
2000 years later! In the years between 65 and 60 BC, 
a man appeared whose name has come to be 
associated with the growth of the Roman Empire – Julius Caesar. He won 
many important battles and held many important posts in the Roman system 
of government. At first, he jointly ruled Rome with Crassus and Pompey, but 
after a successful invasion and colonisation of Gaul (France) he returned 
and crossed the Rubicon River and started a civil war with Pompey which 
Julius Caesar finally won.

His victory did not last, however, and in 44 BC Julius Caesar was assassinated. 
Once again, Rome had a period where it had many different leaders – Antony, 
Octavian, Augustus, Caligula, Claudius and Nero all achieved different 
reputations, not all of them good, especially in the case of Caligula and Nero. 
The phrase “fiddle while Rome burns” meaning someone who stands by and 
watches when something bad is happening without doing anything about it – 
was supposed to have been based on the behaviour of the Emperor Nero after 
a huge city-wide fire in 64 AD.
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Test Your Skills

It wasn’t until 69 AD and the Emperor Vespasian, that order returned to the 
city of Rome. Vespasian built the famous Colosseum which still stands today. 
Trajan became Emperor in 98 AD and ruled over one of the most stable times 
in Roman history up until this point. He was followed by Hadrian – famous 
for giving his name to the wall that divides England and Scotland, but he 
did far more than this and he expanded the Roman Empire, increasing its 
wealth and power. Members of the Roman Army no longer came from just 
Rome – archaeological evidence shows that soldiers serving Rome came 
from all over Europe and North Africa. Quite what men originally from warmer 
Mediterranean countries thought of having to serve in the cold south of 
Scotland is not fully known, but from what little evidence we have, it seems as 
though it wasn’t the most popular posting for a Roman soldier!

For the next couple of hundred years, Rome’s power and lands grew, but its 
golden age was probably over. In 306, Constantine became the Empire’s first 
Christian Emperor. He also moved the centre of the Empire away from Rome, 
to a city then called Byzantium, now known as Istanbul. Rome’s empire was 
becoming too large and very difficult to control, however and it was difficult for 
the Emperor and his system of government to keep control over lands that were 
so far away. In 410, the Roman Empire suffered a huge blow, when the city of 
Rome was captured by a tribe called the Visigoths. This was the first time that 
the city had been captured by foreign forces in over 800 years and it was a 
clear sign that Rome was no longer the power that it once had been. Over the 
next 100 years, the city was attacked again and its population fell to around 
30,000, where it had been a city of over a million in its heyday. After this time, 
the story of Rome changes from one of rival Emperors and tribes to one of rival 
families, countries and beliefs. The Rome that lives long in our imagination, 
however has survived remarkably well into the modern age. Anyone who visits 
Rome today will still see many features of ancient times, some untouched, 
some changed and some still being uncovered.

The Pantheon, which is a massive dome-like building which later became 
a church, gives us some idea of the scale of the buildings in ancient times. 
Compared to what existed in most of Western Europe at that time, buildings like 
the Pantheon must surely have amazed ancient visitors. The Colosseum, which 
is the size of a modern sports stadium – and the model for most stadiums in 
the world today – has had a great deal of its stone taken away, but still stands 
as a Roman icon. Next door to the Colosseum is the Roman Forum, where the 
main buildings like the Senate, important temples and the homes of some of 
the Emperors could be found. In the 17th and 18th centuries, it was believed to 
be essential, as part of the education of a wealthy young man, to travel Europe 
and do a trip called “The Grand Tour” in order to see these wonders of the 
ancient world. Even after nearly one and half thousand years, people were still 
in awe of the achievements of the ancient Romans. 
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As you walk around modern day Rome, it is still easy to see parts of the ancient 
city all around you – a part of a wall here, a broken statue there – all merged 
into the modern day Roman world. As new buildings are created, more digging 
takes place and even more secrets of the ancient world are being revealed. 
Such is the care that has to be taken when building in Rome, not to disturb and 
destroy the past, that new developments take place quite slowly. When time 
and care is taken, however, the stories that are revealed to us bring to life the 
past in many fascinating ways.

Although ancient Rome’s golden age was over by the 4th century AD, it is still 
affecting the lives of modern day Romans and millions of tourists every year. 
Who knows what still lies beneath the streets and who knows what we will learn 
about the ancient past, at some time in the future?

 a) In which century did Rome seem to develop?  
1 mark

   

 b) In which year did Rome get a name?  
1 mark

   

 c)  Look at paragraph 3, which begins with ‘Over the next few centuries…’. 
Give one reason why Rome was a dangerous place to live.  

1 mark

   

   

 d) Use the following sentence to answer this question.

  

 The next centuries were unsettled – in 73 BC there was a slave revolt headed 
by a man named Spartacus, whose story was made into a fictitious film, 
nearly 2000 years later!

  What does the word ‘fictitious’ mean in this sentence? 
  Tick the correct answer.  

1 mark

A Made-up  

B True  

C Realistic  

D Exciting  
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 e)  ‘The next centuries were unsettled.’ Explain, using paragraphs 3, 4 and 
5 how the centuries were unsettled, referring to the text in your answer.  

3 marks

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

f)  Put a tick in the correct box to show whether each of the following statements 
are fact or opinion. 

3 marks

Fact Opinion

In 44 BC Julius Caesar was assassinated 

The famous Colosseum

Constantine became the Empire’s first 
Christian Emperor

 g)  ‘Even after nearly one and half thousand years, people were still in 
awe of the achievements of the ancient Romans.’

  What does the phrase ‘in awe of’ mean in this sentence?  
1 mark
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Test Your Skills

 h)  ‘The Rome that lives long in our imagination, however has survived 
remarkably well into the modern age.’ Which of the statements below 
is the best replacement for this sentence? Tick the correct answer. 

1 mark

  i) Rome is an imaginative place. 
  ii) Rome has not survived. 
  iii)  You can still find examples of the place that 

people imagine Ancient Rome to be. 
  iv) Rome is a good place to visit. 

 i)  When describing Rome, the writer has deliberately chosen language that 
will have an effect on the reader. Some of the words in the table below 
are in bold and underlined. Explain the effect of these in each sentence. 

3 marks

Language Used Explanation of the Effect of 
the Language

The Pantheon, which is a 
massive dome-like building 
which later became a 
church, gives us some 
idea of the scale of the 
buildings in ancient times.

Buildings like the 
Pantheon must surely 
have amazed ancient 
visitors.

Although ancient Rome’s 
golden age was over by 
the 4th century AD, it 
is still affecting the lives 
of modern day Romans 
and millions of tourists 
every year.
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Mixed Questions

P Punctuation S SpellingG Grammar

Test Your Skills

20  Write a letter to your local council to persuade them to spend more 
money on facilities for young people.  

30 marks

Plan your ideas in the space provided below, before writing your letter.

Now write your letter on a separate piece of paper.

Aim to write about a side of A4.

GPS

12752_Collins ks2 RG English_p86-95.indd   95 10/04/15   6:45 PM



Word List

96

This page provides the words from the Key Stage 2 Years 5 and 6 word list. You should 
know how to pronounce and how to spell these words. 

accommodate
accompany
according
achieve
aggressive
amateur
ancient
apparent
appreciate
attached
available
average
awkward
bargain
bruise
category
cemetery
committee
communicate
community
competition
conscience
conscious
controversy
convenience
correspond
criticise (critic + ise)
curiosity
definite
desperate
determined
develop
dictionary
disastrous

embarrass
environment
equip (–ped, –ment)
especially
exaggerate
excellent
existence
explanation
familiar
foreign
forty
frequently
government
guarantee
harass
hindrance
identity
immediate(ly)
individual
interfere
interrupt
language
leisure
lightning
marvellous
mischievous
muscle
necessary
neighbour
nuisance
occupy
occur
opportunity
parliament

persuade
physical
prejudice
privilege
profession
programme
pronunciation
queue
recognise
recommend
relevant
restaurant
rhyme
rhythm
sacrifice
secretary
shoulder
signature
sincere(ly)
soldier
stomach
sufficient
suggest
symbol
system
temperature
thorough
twelfth
variety
vegetable
vehicle
yacht
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A
Abbreviation   a shortened version of a word, phrase or title.
Active in an active sentence, the subject performs the action of the verb.
Adjective   a word used to describe or modify a noun.
Adverb  a word used to describe or modify a verb.
Adverbial an adverbial is a word or a group of words that tells the reader something 

about the verb or sentence.
Alliteration  words close together in a text starting with the same letter or sound.
Ambiguity uncertainty – a lack of clarity.
Analysing examining something methodically and in detail, usually in order to 

explain and interpret it.
Antonym  two words are antonyms if their meanings are opposites.
Apostrophe  a punctuation mark used to either show missed out letters, or to 

show possession.
Audience  who a writer aims the writing at.
Autobiography  a life story written by the subject of the story.

B
Base word/Root word  a word in its own right that can have parts added to it, to form new words.
Bias/Biased  prejudice/prejudiced.
Biography  a life story written by someone other than the subject of the story.
Brackets  punctuation marks used to enclose words or figures so as to separate them 

from the main context.
C
Character the combined features which form the individual nature of a person 

or thing.
Character arc  a phrase used to describe the way a character develops in a story.
Clause  a special type of phrase whose head is a verb. Clauses can sometimes be 

complete sentences. Clauses may be main or subordinate.
Cliffhanger  an ending where certain facts are not stated or resolved, to leave the 

reader in suspense.
Climax this is the most exciting or suspense-filled part in a story.
Cohesion the ability to make a writer’s ideas link together well.
Colon  a punctuation mark, often used to introduce ideas.
Comma  a punctuation mark which separates parts of sentences.
Conjunction  a word or phrase whose function is to link other units of writing.
Consonant a speech sound or letter that is not a vowel.
Content  the things that are included in something.
Context  the circumstances that form the setting for an event, statement, or idea, 

so that it can be fully understood.
Convention  the way in which something is usually done.
Couplet/Rhyming couplet  a (rhyming) couplet consists of two lines of similar length that rhyme and 

complete one idea.
D
Dash  a punctuation mark used to mark a pause or break or to separate ideas.
Definition a statement of the meaning or significance of a word or phrase
Degree  the amount or extent to which something happens.
Determiner  a modifying word that determines the kind of reference a noun or noun 

group has, for example a, the, every.

97
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E
Ellipsis a punctuation mark, often used to imply suspense, made of three dots.
Emphasis  the amount of special importance given to something.
Evaluating  making a judgement about the value of something.
Exposition  the start of the story where the writer establishes the main character, 

settings and ideas.

F
Fact  a thing that is known or proved to be true.
Falling action these are the events that happen before the end of the story.
Form  a convention, way of doing things – similar to the idea of the ‘format’ 

of something.
G
Genre  style or category.
Grammar  the whole system and structure of a language.
Greek  relating to the country of Greece.

H
Hard copy  a printed version on paper of data held in a computer.
Homonym two or more words having the same spelling or pronunciation but 

different meanings.
Homophone  two or more words having the same pronunciation but different 

meanings.
Hyphen  a punctuation mark used to link words together to make new compound 

words or ideas.
I
Infer  work out (something) from evidence and reasoning rather than from 

obvious statements.
Infinitive  the basic form of a verb.
Inverted commas punctuation marks used in pairs to show direct speech, a quotation, or a 

phrase.
Irregular  not fitting in with the normal rules.

L
Language/Language features  techniques used by writers that create certain effects.
Latin  the language of ancient Rome.

M
Major  important.
Manner  the way of doing something.
Metaphor  a direct comparison where one thing is said to be another, or have the 

qualities of another. 
Minor  of lesser importance.
Modal verb  an auxiliary verb that expresses degrees of certainty.
Modifier  a word, especially an adjective or noun, that modifies the sense of a noun 

(e.g. ‘good’ and ‘family’ in: ‘a good family house’).
N
Narrative  a spoken or written account of linked events; a story.
Noun  the part of speech that is used to name a person, place, thing, quality, 

or action.
Noun phrase  a word or group of words containing a noun and acting in a sentence as 

the subject, or some type of object.
Novel  fictitious prose narrative writing of book length.
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O
Object something that is acted upon by the subject in a sentence.
Omission  leaving some things, such as a letter, out. 
One-off  unique.
Opinion  a view or judgement formed about something, not necessarily based on 

fact or knowledge.
Organisation  the way in which the elements of a whole text are arranged.

P
Parenthesis brackets, or other punctuation such as commas or dashes used to 

highlight or mark separate thoughts, comments or ideas.
Participle  a word formed from a verb (e.g. going, gone, being, been) and used as an 

adjective (e.g. running man) or a noun (e.g. good breeding).
Passive passive voice is used when the focus in a sentence is on the action. It is 

not known, however, who or what is performing the action.
Personification  the giving of a personal quality or human characteristics to something 

non-human, or the creation of an abstract quality in human form.
Place  a particular position, point, or area. 
Plot the storyline of a piece of writing
Possession/Possessive having, owning, or controlling something.
Précis  a summary of a text or speech.
Prefix  a group of letters placed at the beginning of a word to modify its 

meaning.
Preposition words that are used before nouns and pronouns to form and modify 

phrases
Pronoun  a word that takes the place of a noun: I, me, he, she, herself, you, it, that, 

they, each, few, many, who, whoever, whose, someone, everybody, etc.
Pronunciation  the way that words are sounded.
Proof-reading  reading and spotting/marking errors.
Prose  written or spoken language in its ordinary form.
Purpose  the reason for which something is done or created or for which something 

exists.

Q
Quatrain  a poetic group of four lines.
Quotation  a group of words taken from a text or speech and then used by someone 

who is not the original writer or speaker.

R
Relative clause gives extra information about something without starting another 

sentence.
Relative pronoun used to connect a clause or phra se to a noun or pronoun. The most 

common relative pronouns are: who, whom, which, whoever, whomever, 
whichever, and that.

Repetition  repeating something.
Resolution the end of the story, where the outcome is revealed
Rhyme  matching of sound or sounds between words or the endings of words.
Rhyme scheme  the pattern of rhymes at the ends of the lines of a poem. 
Rhythm  a pattern of movement or sound in writing.
Rising action the part of the story where the initial events happen before the most 

exciting or significant part.
Root word/Base word a word in its own right that can have parts added to it, to form new words.
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S
Sarcastic  someone who is sarcastic says the opposite of what they really mean in 

order to mock or insult someone.
Semi-colon  a punctuation mark indicating a pause, often between two main clauses.
Setting the surroundings, environment or background of something.
Silent letter  a letter that is written down in a word, but is not sounded when the word 

is spoken.
Spell-speak  a way of remembering spellings that involves pronouncing syllables and 

phonemes in an exaggerated way to highlight how the word is spelled.
Spreadsheet  an organised table of information.
Structure  the arrangement of – and relationship between – the parts of a text.
Style model  a text used as an example to follow or imitate.
Subject the subject of a sentence is a person, place, thing, or idea that is doing or 

being something.
Subordinate clause a group of words which cannot stand alone as a complete sentence 

because they do not express a complete thought.
Suffix  a letter or group of letters added at the end of a word to modify its meaning.
Summary/Summarising  a short statement or account of the main points of something.
Syllables  units of pronunciation consisting of one vowel sound.
Synonym  a word or phrase that means exactly or nearly the same as another word 

or phrase.
Systematic  a step-by-step approach.

T
Tense  the form that a verb takes to indicate when the action is taking place.
Theme  an idea that recurs throughout a text. 
Thesaurus  a book that lists words in groups of similar meanings and ideas.
Time when or how often something happens.
Topic sentence  a sentence that expresses the main idea of the paragraph which it belongs to.

V
Verb  a word used to describe an action, state, or happening.
Vowel the letters a, e, i, o or u.

W
Word family a group of words with a similar meaning or source.
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Page 5 Quick Test
1  A root word is the most basic form of a word.
2  Prefixes and suffixes.
3  Greek, Latin.
4  To break/disturb.

Page 7 Quick Test
1   Letters you can add to the beginning of a base 

or root word to turn it into another word.
2  A root word contains the core meaning of 

a longer version of the same word. It can 
stand alone.

3  A hyphen is a punctuation mark which joins 
two words together.

4  ‘un’ gives the opposite meaning to the word it 
is added to.

5  ‘re’ means that the word it has been added to 
has been done again.

Page 9 Quick Test
1  The end of a word.
2  -ly
3  ology = study

Page 10 Practice Questions
Challenge 1

1  The start.
2  The end.
3  Latin and Greek.

Challenge 2

1 a)  Jonathan was an international trader, who 
was re-elected to the board of directors 
for his company. He uncovered the fact 
that he had made millions of pounds from 
his business and had given money to 
charity. This pleased many people, because 
he was being extra-helpful to those less 
fortunate than himself. As a result he won 
a ‘Superman of the Year’ award.

 b) Word Meaning

1 International Between nations

2 Re-elected Elected again

3 Uncovered Revealed

4 Extra-helpful Very helpful

5 Superman Someone who 
goes above what a 
normal man can do.

Challenge 3

1 Word Opposite

Necessary Unnecessary

Mature Immature

Regular Irregular

Happy Unhappy

Moral Immoral

2 a) Sentence Correct 
Suffix

Incorrect 
Suffix

The information 
on the topic was 
inadequate.

3

The dismissation 
of the player was 
expected because 
of his bad foul.

3

The removation of 
the offending spider 
from the room 
cheered up the 
children.

3

 b) Prefix + Root Word Root Word

Untidy tidy

Unreasonable reason

Immature mature

Misleading lead

Page 13 Quick Test
 1  To shock or surprise the reader.
2  To add descriptive detail or to build up tension.
3  It is used to get the attention of the reader, or 

make clear what the purpose of the writing is.
4  It is the last chance for a writer to make an 

impression on the reader.
5  It makes the meaning of the writing clear.
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Page 15 Quick Test
 1  In alphabetical order.
2  Pronunciation.
3  A word which has a similar meaning.
4  A word which has an opposing meaning.
5  Examples include ‘small’ and ‘little’.

Page 17 Quick Test
 1  Examples: Literature, newspaper, magazine, 

article/report, encyclopaedia, broadcasting 
text, history text, philosophy text, law text, 
letter.

2  False.
3  A novella is shorter than a novel.
4  An autobiography is a life story written by the 

subject of the story. A biography is a life story 
written by someone else.

5  News reports, articles, advertisements and 
letters.

Page 19 Quick Test
 1  Examples: space, relationships, adventure, 

conflict, betrayal, friendship, power and 
control.

2  It will have a happy ending.
3  It is set at night, or in a spooky location.
4  It will have good and evil characters.

Page 21 Quick Test
 1  Summarising.
2  Inverted commas.
3  Evaluating

Page 23 Quick Test
1  Four lines in a poem.
2  Two consecutive lines of a poem that rhyme. 
3  Love.

Page 25 Quick Test
 1  Work out (something) from evidence and 

deduction rather than from clear statements 
of fact. (‘Read between the lines’.)

2  Point-Evidence-Explain.
3  Suggests/implies/puts a picture in the reader’s 

mind that.... (Other answers possible.)

Page 27 Quick Test
 1  Using reason, doing experiments, personal 

experience, or argued from a position of 
authority.

2  They might not speak to everyone involved in 
an incident. They might describe an incident 
using exaggerated language.

3  By adding adjectives

4  Opinion.
5  Fact

Page 29 Quick Test
 1  What kinds of texts are they? Are they prose, 

poetry or drama? If they are both poems, are 
they the same type of poem? For example, 
is one a sonnet and one a limerick? Why has 
each writer chosen to write in this particular 
format?

2  How are the texts laid out? Are the 
paragraphs, sentences, rhythm or rhyme 
(if the texts are poems, for example) similar 
or different? Why?

3  Examples: Alliteration, emotional language, 
adjectives

4  What has each writer chosen to write about? 
How is this similar or different? Why?

5  What is the background to each piece of 
writing? How might this have affected each 
writer? When were they written, who were 
they written by, what was happening to the 
writer around the time they were writing? 
What was going on in the world – did this 
affect the ways in which they wrote?

Pages 30–31 Practice Questions
 Challenge 1

1 Awful   6

Amazing 2

Awestruck 5

Amazed  1

Antipathy 4

Animal  3

Challenge 2

1 Prose Genre Definition

Novel A lengthy narrative piece 
of writing.

Short story A short, self-contained 
narrative.

Autobiography Someone’s life story 
written by themselves.

Biography Someone’s life story 
written by someone 
other than themselves.
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Newspaper Usually a daily collection 
of news and events.

Magazine A periodically published 
text, often based on a 
particular topic.

Letter A prose text usually sent 
through the post.

E-mail An electronic form of 
communication.

Encyclopaedia A general reference book.

Cookery book An example of a reference/
instruction book.

Challenge 3
1 a) Deviation.
 b)  They took part in a national TV talent 

competition (and achieved a following).
 c)  Possible quotations/explanations: 

‘that was won by a singing dog in 
an apron’ – it wasn’t a high-class 
competition, so it was easy for them to 
appear better than a novelty act. 
‘especially among the ladies’ – implies that 
their success was based on looks rather 
than talent. 1 mark for quotation, 1 for 
valid explanation.

 d)  Possible quotations/explanations: ‘despite 
the boys’ inexperience at song-writing’
– implies they didn’t know what they 
were doing. 
‘their inability to play any instruments’
– implies they are untalented. 
’…because of the boys’ looks….’
– implies they are lucky and untalented. 
’upon hearing their music….career 
option…’
– implies that they would be better off not 
performing. 1 mark for quotation, 1 for 
valid explanation.

Pages 32–33 Review Questions
1  Many answers possible. Suggestion: 

– ‘international’ – The international 
footballer was famous. 1 mark for word, 1 for 
sentence.

2  Many answers possible. Suggestion: 
Breaking – The waves were breaking on the 
shore. 1 mark for word, 1 for sentence.

3  Many answers possible. Suggestion: 
Unrelated – The identical girls were unrelated. 
1 mark for word, 1 for sentence.

4  special
 city
 usual
 mobile
 accurate
5 a)  The disappointing of the result affected 

the team. 7

 b)  The inspiral for the painting was a 
similar piece by a famous artist. 7

 c)  The assemblation of the different 
parts was more difficult than expected. 7

 d)  The renovation of the house was 
incredibly successful. 3

 e)  The facinatedness of the children increased 
as they toured through the zoo. 7

 f)  No one knew why the extinction of 
the Dodo really occurred. 3

6  The American singer Natasha Quick was 
unimpressed that photographers had been 
outside her New York apartment for several 
hours as it meant that she felt unable to leave. 
Since her international success across the world 
with her smash hit ‘Hug Story’, her popularity 
had increased. This meant that her private life 
was now of interest to everyone, which for her 
was very annoying. She couldn’t go out to buy a 
pint of milk for fear of harassment.

  Despite this unwanted attention, Natasha 
interacted well with her fans on social 
networking sites – she often commented on 
their pictures and joined in with their online 
conversations.

Page 35 Quick Test
1  You’re really annoying me.
2  It’s my birthday.
3  You two can come along.
4  They can come too.
5  Their exam results were really good.

Page 37 Quick Test
1  I have a lot of faith in my teacher.
2  I will definitely get this answer right.
3  I borrow several books from the library every 

week.
4  Possession is nine-tenths of the law.
5  I have a separate garage for my motor-bike.
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Page 39 Quick Test
1  Correct.
2  Incorrect.
3  Incorrect.
4  Correct.
5  Correct.

Page 41 Quick Test
 1  There was no doubt about the result.
2  Some answers are wrong.
3  Write the correct address.
4  Can I have a receipt?
5  The article was laid out in columns.

Page 43 Quick Test
 1  Said.
2  People.
3  Again.
4  Knee.
5  Trough. 

Page 45 Quick Test
 1  A word of a similar meaning.
2  A word of opposite meaning.
3  Outraged

Pages 46–47 Practice Questions
Challenge 1
1 a)  Where were their parents when that 

happened?
 b)  There is the ball we were looking for!
 c)  Over there is the entrance to the park.
 d)  Their friends were on holiday.
 e)  They’re not here today.
 f) I hope they’re happy now.

Challenge 2
1 a)  The student excepted the award.
 b)  The child was adapted by his foster 

parents.
 c)  The magician performed an allusion that 

amazed everyone.
 d)  Always to the festival were blocked, 

because of an accident on the motorway.
 e)  The bare in the zoo looked rather fed up.
 f)  The landlord got rid of his new border 

because he wasn’t paying his rent.
 g)  The race coarse was flooded, so the 

meeting couldn’t go ahead.
 h)  Rachel saw a dear in the wood.
 i)  I wanted to where my new dress.
 j)  The morale of the story was that you 

shouldn’t cheat and look at the answers!

2 a)  accepted
 b)  adopted
 c)  illusion
 d)  all ways
 e)  bear

 f)  boarder
 g)  course
 h)  deer
 i)  wear
 j)  moral

Challenge 3
1 a)  No one could accept the referee’s 

decision.
 b)  Everyone except the teacher’s assistant 

knew what was going on.
 c)  The children’s friends were not allowed to 

go shopping.
 d)  The two girls’ friends were heard to 

complain aloud when they could not go 
shopping.

 e)  ‘Time to get on board!’ cried Ava’s dad when 
he saw the boat.

 f)  ‘I’m bored,’ said the sulky pupil’s friend.
 g)  The prisoner’s room-mate was out on 

bail.
 h)  The cricketer’s delivery knocked off the 

bale.
 i)  ‘Don’t break that vase!’ shouted Alice’s 

mother.
 j)  ‘Don’t use the brake like that on the 

motorway!’ cried the instructor’s wife.

Pages 48–49 Review Questions

1 Tremendous 4

Trembling 3

Traditional 2

Trading 1

Trite 5

2  novel; short stories; autobiography; 
biography; newspapers; magazines; letters;
e-mail; encyclopaedia; cookery book;

3 a)  It was an old ship./Her build was rather 
short and high./She sailed well./She had 
the tallest masts and squarest canvas of 
any of England’s gun-ships.

 b)  Various answers possible. Suggestions. 
‘Twice, the carpenter, seeing the danger, 
went on board to ask the officer on duty 
to order the ship to be righted.’ The officer 
should have given orders sooner.
‘a vessel came on the low side of the ship 
to unship a cargo of rum’ The loading 
could have taken place at another time to 
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stop tipping the ship over. 1 mark for each 
appropriate quotation, 1 mark for each 
appropriate explanation.

 c)  Various answers possible. Suggestions – 
‘the Royal George sank to the bottom, 
before one signal of distress could be 
given’ – the accident happened so quickly, 
there was no time for anyone to get help. 
‘There were many visitors, women and 
little children on board at the time of the 
accident.’ Many innocent people were 
killed including sailors. 1 mark for each 
appropriate quotation, 1 mark for each 
appropriate explanation.

Page 51 Quick Test
1  A technique used to give things which are not 

alive, human, or living qualities.
2  Repeating something.
3  Words close together starting with the same 

letter or sound.

Page 53 Quick Test
1  Examples: To entertain, to shock, to make 

people laugh, to make money, or just to 
work out their own thoughts and feelings, 
to inform, to describe, etc.

2  Examples: Friends, parents, children.
3  Purpose: To instruct/inform how to cook 

something. 
 Audience: People who like/want to cook.

Page 55 Quick Test
1  A topic sentence signals the main idea in a 

paragraph.
2  Examples: after a while, firstly, previously. 
3   Examples: similarly, in addition, furthermore, 

moreover.
4   Examples: for example, for instance, in other 

words.

Page 57 Quick Test
1  They might not like what you are doing/saying 

about them.
2  Climax.
3  Resolution.

Page 59 Quick Test
1  Use them to get ideas from.
2  It is a way of planning - an organised table of 

ideas.

Page 61 Quick Test
1  Make a less detailed summary.
2   Example: outstanding.

3  Example: unbelievable.

Page 63 Quick Test
1  In the final stages.
2  Systematic.
3  Checking it in a different format will help you 

to spot mistakes, because you are seeing the 
piece in a different format.

4  Computers cannot recognise the context of 
a word, so a correctly spelled word might be 
used in the wrong context.

5  Other readers will put emphasis on words or 
phrases that you didn’t think about.

Pages 64–65 Practice Questions 
Challenge 1
1  Near the start of the paragraph. It is often the 

first sentence.
2  Yes.
3  Conjunctions.

Challenge 2
1  Once upon a time a pretty princess lived in 

the land of Sneyd-Greenia. Her name was 
Samantha and she lived in a house on a hill. 
She was so pretty that her parents kept her 
locked up, away from the world. No one had 
seen her in public since the day she turned 
18, when an ugly ogre had turned up at the 
palace and had tried to take her away 
to his castle in the neighbouring land. 

  Locked in her room, Samantha was bored and 
annoyed. She never got to meet other girls of 
her own age and had to spend her time being 
looked after by her mother and father. They 
were lovely people, but she found it difficult 
to talk to them sometimes about her hopes 
and dreams. 

  One night, Samantha decided that she was 
going to see the outside world for the first 
time in years. She locked her door and broke 
the locks on the window and climbed down 
the drainpipe – even castles have drainpipes – 
to the garden below. It was wonderful to 
see the world in the moonlight, so Samantha 
ventured further, to the edge of the castle 
gardens. Little did she know that lurking in 
the woods was the ogre. He’d been waiting 
patiently for years – ogres have such dull 
lives – to try and set eyes on the princess. 
What only he knew though, was that he 
wasn’t really an ogre. He’d been bewitched 
by an evil sorceress and the spell could only 
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be lifted if he got a beautiful princess to fall 
for him. Little did Samantha know what was 
about to unfold…

Challenge 3
1  Many alternatives possible. All answers 

should include the following basic ideas: 
London contains many ugly areas. Philibert 
Place is one of the worst. The people and the 
surroundings of Philibert Place are equally dull 
and ugly. The insides of the houses are just as 
bad. The houses were similar. It was the worst 
place in London.

 Mark as follows:
 220–263 words = 0 marks
 180–219 words = 1 mark
 150–179 words = 2 marks
 120–149 words = 3 marks
 101–119 words = 4 marks
 100 words or fewer = 5 marks

Pages 66–67 Review Questions
1  a)  vehicle – all the others are specifically 

related to water travel.
 b)  robin – all the others are linked to 

describing speed.
 c)  accuracy – all the others are words 

for untruths.
 d)  smug – all the others are words for 

friendliness.
 e)  happy – all the others are words for 

being ill.
 f)  salad – all the others are words for cooking.
2 a)  The king’s reign only lasted a few months.
 b)  The rain spoiled the king’s visit.
 c)  ‘Which is the right answer?’ said the 

professor.
 d)  ‘Write down the correct answer,’ he 

continued.
 e)  ‘Get out of my sight!’ yelled the 

annoyed man.
 f)  ‘Is this the correct site for the archaeological 

dig?’ asked Tony.
 g)  ‘That bus is definitely stationary,’ said 

the policeman.
 h)  ‘Can I buy stationery from here?’ asked 

the office worker.
 i)  The weather was terrible in the Rocky 

Mountains.
 j)  No one knew whether to go on the walk 

or not. 

3 a) Raspberry i) Grateful
 b) February j) Hypocrisy
 c) Necessity k) Biased
 d) Library  l) Definitely
 e) Neighbour m) Wednesday
 f) Rumour  n) Conscience
 g) Address  o) Acceptable
 h) Disappoint 

Page 69 Quick Test
1  To sing.
2  Third person.
3  You run.
4  I will be running.

Page 71 Quick Test
1  Quickly.  4    Place.
2  Manner. 5    I can do this.
3  Time.

Page 73 Quick Test
1  ‘I think so,’ he said.
2  Because they worked hard, they won the 

game.
3  Andy, who has a part-time job in an office, 

owns a dog.
4  Eventually, they won.

Page 75 Quick Test
1  True.
2  False.
3  False.
4  True.
5  True.

Pages 77 Quick Test
1  I am going to Yorkshire; I love the scenery.
2  I need someone who can do the following: 

type, collect the post and make tea.
3  I like Greece; the weather there is very warm.

Pages 79 Quick Test
1  Before.
2  After.
3  Before.
4  After.
5  After.

Pages 80–81 Practice Questions
Challenge 1
1 a)  Ran.
 b)  Happened.
 c)  Cheered.
2 a)  Paul ran to the shops to get there before 

they closed.
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 b)  Phil didn’t realise how much money 
he’d made.

 c)  Eating jelly was not an option due to 
her special diet.

 d)  Jessica started to shake with fear.
 e)  Barney did not speak to his friends all night.
 f)  ‘Don’t eat peas with a spoon!’ said Nooria.
 g)  Lucie smiled with happiness.
 h)  The light exploded when the fuse box 

broke.
 i)  Joanne shouted loudly across the room.

Challenge 2

1 

 
The boys are 
playing football 
tonight

3

Hermione and 
her friends is 
going out.

3

Emma is 
changing her job.

3

Nobody knew 
what Lisa were 
doing.

3

Challenge 3
1 a)  Emma bought beans, cabbages and 

potatoes for dinner.
 b)  Despite being very clever, Agnes got low 

marks on the test.
 c)  Biffa, Joe and the others emptied the car 

for their mum.
 d)  All people have talents, but some have 

more useful talents than others.
 e)  Rachel was a great runner, despite getting 

blisters easily.
 f)  Unfortunately, Joe didn’t revise properly.
 g)  Nadia bought shoes, shoes and more 

shoes in the sale.
 h)  Fred, despite his youth, did extremely well 

in the competition.
 i)  Betty, although she came last, enjoyed the 

marathon run.
 j)  Whenever she pressed the bell, she got a 

slight electric shock.
 k)  Although she was very young, she won 

the race.

 l)  To her surprise, she won tickets to the 
concert.

 m)  Luckily, she had brought her umbrella 
along.

 n)  Samantha, despite being Fred’s neighbour, 
had never met him.

 o)  Craig had a new phone, but Katherine 
didn’t.

2 a) I am having a party.
 b) I was going on the bus. 

Pages 82–83 Review Questions
1 a)  Formal b) Informal c) Formal
2 Many different answers possible. 
 3 marks for under 30 words
 2 marks for 30–40 words
 1 mark for 40–50 words
 0 marks for more than 50 words
3 a)  // The first reason for why I love folk music.
   // The next reason why I like folk music…
   //  Thirdly, the stories that are told in folk 

music are fascinating…
   //   A different reason why I like folk music…
   // In contrast to this… 
 b) 

Paragraph 
Number

Paragraph Descriptions

4 This paragraph talks about 
why unfashionable folk 
music is good.

1 This paragraph talks 
about how folk music 
doesn’t need expensive 
equipment.

2 This paragraph explains 
why having easy songs is 
important.

5 This paragraph talks about 
how folk music connects 
us to the past.

3 This paragraph talks about 
stories in folk music.

Pages 84–85 Review Questions
1 a)  won b) ate c) talked
2 a) quickly
 b) cleverly 
 c) reluctantly

 d) lazily
 e) Amazingly
 f) Luckily
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 g) fortunately
 h) intelligently

 i) Crazily
 j) cautiously

3

Sentence Adverb Adjective

The holy man spoke well. 3

Ray nervously ate the 
food.

3

Ugly creatures are scary. 3

Smelly streets need 
cleaning.

3

Carefully, Sam packed 
her bags.

3

Caesar triumphantly 
entered Rome.

3

The teacher’s kindly ways 
made him popular.

3

Emma disliked walking 
in the chilly weather.

3

Fred’s surly looks scared 
people off.

3

Rita walked rather 
anxiously into the 
exam room.

3

4 
Sentence Correctly 

Used 
Commas

Incorrectly 
Used 
Commas

a)  Eventually, 
James got the 
answer.

3

 b)  Mia ate the 
biscuits but, she 
left the bread.

3

 c)  Nikhil, ate the 
bread but left 
the biscuits.

3

d)  Hannah, 
despite being 
inexperienced, 
won the match 
for the girls.

3

 5 a)  Cara didn’t like her present, despite it 
being expensive.

 b)  Alan ate cabbage, sprouts and mushrooms.
 c)  Isaac’s shoes were black, red and gold.
 d)  Liam and Tom formed a band, although 

they couldn’t play any instruments.
 e)  Ali wanted to go to bed, but it was only 

six o’clock.

Pages 86–95 Mixed Questions
 1 a)  disliked.
 b)  accidental.
 2  Establishment.
 3 a)  I was running to the shop.
 b)  I am playing with my friends.
 4 a)  C
 b)  B
 5 a)  After going to the match, we decided to 

go home.
 b)  Mr Smith, who is an expert on photography, 

will be giving a talk tonight.
 6 a)  Even though the beans were covered in 

cheese, he didn’t eat them.
 b)  Josh passed the test, despite the noise 

distracting him.
 7  A
 8  I like travelling to Greece; the weather there is 

very warm.
 9  We have several alternatives:
 • eat at home
 • order a takeaway
 • visit a restaurant. 
10  A =  the comma means that Adam is being 

asked if he is going to see something. 
 B =  someone else is being asked if they are 

going to see Adam.
11  Before we departed, we went to the shops.
12 That intelligent, tall man.
13  b)
14  You can have margarine and toast, or porridge 

for your breakfast, but we don’t have any 
butter.

15  He eventually responded (after taking five 
minutes to think) that he did not understand 
the task.

16 a)  To show shock/surprise at what has 
happened.

 b)  Arthur’s brother saw it take place, but had 
no idea why it happened.
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 c)  Arthur was taken by surprise: the 
outstretched hand; the pleasant smile 
from the man; his brother’s stunned 
reaction.

17 a) ii)
 b)  Because they refer to a title quoted from 

the man’s badge.
18 a) ii)
 b)  Then there was a reaction as the man 

turned round.
 c)  He came back and gave another £10 

voucher to Arthur’s brother…
19 a)  9th century BC.
 b)  753 BC.
 c)  Possible answers – It suffered many 

attacks. It was captured by the Gauls. 
It had to have a wall built round it, so it 
must have been vulnerable. Forces kept 
attacking for many centuries.

 d) A 
 e)  Various answers possible. 1 mark for an 

appropriate quotation. 1 mark (up to 
a maximum of 2) for each explanation 
of the quotation. Possible quotations/
explanations – “suffered many attacks”/
constant fear & living on edge. “there 
was a slave revolt”/people were obviously 
unhappy with how things were and 
wanted change. “Julius Caesar was 
assassinated”/leaders getting killed led 
to uncertainty over what was going on 
in the city and empire.

 f) Fact Opinion

In 44 BC Julius Caesar 
was assassinated 

3

The famous Colosseum 3

Constantine became 
the Empire’s first 
Christian Emperor

3

 g)  It means that people are hugely impressed 
by it.

 h) iii)
 i)  Various answers possible. Suggested 

responses below.

Language Used Explanation of 
the Effect of the 
Language

The Pantheon, 
which is a massive 
dome-like building 
which later became 
a church, gives us 
some idea of the 
scale of the buildings 
in ancient times.

This suggests that 
the building was 
very big indeed.

Buildings like the 
Pantheon must 
surely have amazed 
ancient visitors

This suggests that 
ancient visitors 
found these places 
to be extremely 
impressive.

Although ancient 
Rome’s golden age 
was over by the 4th 
century AD, it is still 
affecting the lives of 
modern day Romans 
and millions of 
tourists every year

This suggests the 
most important and 
successful time in 
Rome’s history.

20 How the writing task should be marked:

  Ask a parent, carer on teacher to help you 
mark your answer.

  Award three set of marks for the writing task, 
to get a total out of 30:

•  8 Marks for Section A – Sentence 
structure and punctuation.

•  8 marks for Section B –Text structure and 
organisation.

•  14 marks for Section C – Composition and 
effect.

  The bands for writing give descriptions of the 
main features to look out for in your writing.

  Different bands have different amounts of 
marks in them.

  For bands with three different marks, check 
the following:

•  If your writing fits everything in that band, 
but shows no evidence of the bands above 
or below, give yourself the middle mark.
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•  If your writing fits everything in that band, but 
shows 1 piece of evidence of lower bands, give 
yourself the lower mark in the band.

•  If your writing fits everything in that band, but 
shows 1 piece of evidence of higher bands, 
give yourself the higher mark in the band.

For bands with one mark, you need to do 
everything in that band to get that mark.

Section A: Sentence structure and punctuation
Band A1
•  Sentences and phrases are mostly linked with 

joining words like ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘when’.

•  Sentences are simple and may contain lots 
of repeated words and phrases.

•  Full-stops, capital letters and exclamation 
marks are used to punctuate sentences, 
mostly accurately. 0 marks

Band A2
•  Sentences are varied and more complex 

joining words like ‘who’ and ‘which’ are used.

•  Words like ‘if’ and ‘because’ are used to help 
give reasons and for emphasising ideas.

•  Commas are used quite accurately within 
sentences. 1 – 2 marks

Band A3
•  Simple and more complex sentences are used – 

long sentences and short sentences are used 
successfully.

•  Suggestions are given, by using words like 
‘can’ or ‘would’.

• A variety of punctuation is used with accuracy.

•  Different types of sentences, e.g. commands, 
questions or exclamations are used in order to 
create more interesting effects. 3 – 4 marks

Band A4
•  The writer begins sentences more skilfully, 

with words like ‘usually’, ‘hopefully’, etc. or by 
being impersonal, e.g. ‘Some people believe 
that…’

•  A range of punctuation is used and this 
is sometimes done for deliberate effect, 
e.g. brackets are used to put in asides and 
thoughts. 5 – 6 marks

Band A5
•  Sentences are varied depending on the effect 

that the writer wishes to create.

•  Simple sentences might be used, but to create 
effects, e.g. shock or surprise.

•  Punctuation is used skilfully in order to make 
the reader speed up and slow down and to 
make the meaning of the writing perfectly 
clear. 7 marks

Band A6
•  A wide range of sentence types is used with 

skill, accuracy and thought to control the 
writing.

•  There might be some non-standard sentences, 
but used for deliberate effect.

•  There is a very wide range of different types of 
punctuation used, in order to create a number 
of different effects. 8 marks

Section B: Text structure and organisation
•  This section focuses on how overall meaning 

and effect is put across through the way that 
the writing is organised and planned.

Band B1
•  Ideas are mainly linked because they happen 

to be on the same topic.

•  Points might be put in a list, but not 
necessarily in any sort of order of importance.

•  Paragraphs might be used to show some of 
the obvious different topics in the writing.
 0 marks

Band B2
•  Paragraphs usually start with the main topic in 

the first sentence.

•  The paragraphs will contain examples.

•  The letter has some brief opening and closing 
comments, but they will be fairly brief and 
undeveloped. 1 – 2 marks

Band B3
•  Paragraphs are written in a logical order.

• The introduction and conclusion are clear.

•  Paragraphs of different lengths are used, e.g. 
short paragraphs might take the form of a 
persuasive question. 3 – 4 marks
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Band B4
•  Detailed content is well handled within and 

between paragraphs.

•  Some phrases like ‘On the other hand’ or 
‘In addition to this’, etc. are used to link the 
paragraphs.

•  The introduction and conclusion to the letter 
are developed and help to make it more 
persuasive.

 5 – 6 marks

Band B5
•  Paragraphs are varied in length to suit the 

different ideas being discussed.

•  The paragraphs are linked with a variety of 
words and phrases.

•  Paragraphs are ordered in such a way that 
the writer might have used them to highlight 
contrasts, or to be ironic. 7 marks

Band B6
•  The whole piece of writing is organised, 

shaped and controlled to achieve a range 
of effects, or to get the reader thinking in a 
certain way.

•  Within paragraphs, the writer has used a wide 
range of links, that are precisely and carefully 
chosen. 8 marks

Section C: Composition and effect
•  This section focuses on the overall impact on 

the writing and the effect it has on the reader.

Band C1
•  The writing shows some awareness of the 

reader.

• There is some relevant content. 0 marks

Band C2
•  The writing is generally lively and attempts to 

interest the reader.

•  The content of the writing shows that the 
writer recognises its purpose.

•  Some reasons are given for the ideas and 
opinions, but perhaps not that many.
 1 – 3 marks

Band C3
•  The writing is detailed and gives clear reasons 

for the opinions and viewpoints expressed.

• The writing engages the reader’s interest.

•  The writing gives a range of relevant ideas and 
the writer’s viewpoint is clear. 4 – 6 marks

Band C4
•  The piece is well-written because it uses 

a range of techniques such as repetition, 
humour and a consideration of the reader’s 
needs in order to persuade.

• The writer’s view is consistent. 7 – 9 marks

Band C5
•  The tone and content of the writing are 

appropriate and well-judged.

•  The writing deliberately interacts with the 
reader.

•  Content is relevant throughout and is used to 
support the ideas. 10 – 12 marks

Band C6
•  The writing has been done skilfully and the 

writer is totally in control of the writing type.

•  The view point of the writer has been 
maintained throughout.

•  There is a strong individual style, created by a 
range of methods. 13 – 14 marks
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